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other great city of the world; and the
French provincial town is as yet untouched
in its time-honoured beauty and its complete
lack of sanitary arrangements. There is no
other city in the world (not counting Russia)
where more than one-third of all wage-
earning men and women live in hideous little
" chambres meublees " (furnished rooms), with
no other comfort than a gas-ring. There
is no other country where the average type
of water-closet is without a seat. Modern
technical science did not penetrate French
life; neither did sports nor physical educa-
tion. Even the charm of Parisian women,
according to modern standards of health and
beauty, is a myth.
A great country living on its past; we all
loved it for what it pretended still to repre-
sent. In its public proclamations it still
spoke the language of Rousseau and Robes-
pierre. Speeches in Parliament or a resolu-
tion passed by some obscure municipal
council, or even the election manifesto of a
third-rate candidate: you could not fail to
hear in them a faint rumbling of the historic
drums of the Convention. The French
official language, like any other expression
of French intellectual life, has remained on
the heights of fifty years ago. *